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ward or westward, or, more exactly, the dis-
tance of any place from a given meridian,
being the arc of the equator intercepted be-
tween the meridian of that place and some
other fixed meridian, the one from which
longitude is reckoned being usually termed
the first meridian. In the U. S. and Great
Britain longitude is generally reckoned from
the meridian of Greenwich. While in France
the meridian passing through Paris is the
starting point. Accordingly, the difference of
longitude between two places is equivalent
to the difference of the arc of the equator
intercepted between their meridians.
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Meridians of Longitude.

Latitudinarians, a party in the Church
of England in the tyth century which strove
to find a theological basis broad enough for
men of different views to unite upon, and
thus put an end to the embittered controver-
sies of the time.

Latium, division of ancient Italy. The
Latins, who were the earliest known inhab-
itants of this region, were members of the
race which inhabited all the Mediterranean
coasts. At an early date the Latin cities
formed a confederation, the head of which
was Alba Longa. Rome destroyed that city
during the 7th century B. c. and afterwards
became head of the Latin league. See ROME.

Latour d'Auvergne, Theophile Malo
Corret de (1743-1800), 'First Grenadier of
the Armies of the Republic,' born in Finistere.
When he died the whole French army
mourned for him three days; his saber was
placed in the church of the Invalides.

Latrobe, borough, Pennsylvania. It has
large collieries and manufactures of steel,
coke, paper, flour, lumber, glass, and bricks,*
p. 11,111.

Latrobe, Benjamin Henry (1764-1820),
American architect, was born in Yorkshire,
England. He had much to do with the plans
and decoration of the Capitol at Washing-
ton, and was in charge of its rebuilding after
its burning by the British in 1814. He was

the first to prove the suitability of the Brec-
chia marble of the Potomac for decorative
purposes.
Latter day Saints.   See Mormons.
Lattice Leaf, Laceleaf, or Water Yam,
a water plant, belonging to the order Apono-
gctonacca:. The older leaves arc of open
structure, are nearly a foot long, oblong in
shape, and float just below the surface of the
water. The roots of the plant are used as
food by the natives of Madagascar, where
the plant is indigenous.
Latvia, former republic of Europe com-
prising the former Russian province of Cour-
land, the four southern districts of the former
Russian province of Livonia, and three west-
ern districts of the former Russian province of
Vitebsk, with an area of about 25,000 sq. m.
Agriculture is the leading industry, the prin-
cipal crops being rye, barley, oats, flux, wheat,
and potatoes. Fishing affords a livelihood to
many of the inhabitants, and timhi'r is ex-
ported. The principal industries are con-
cerned with the preparation of food products,
such as brewing, flour milling, the produc-
tion of alcohol, the preparation of vegetable
oils from linseed, and tobacco manufacture.
The inhabitants arc chiefly Letts or Latvians,
mostly Protestants. Latvia is an independent
republic with legislative power vested in the
Saeima, which consists of 100 representatives
elected for 3 years by universal, direct, and
equal suffrage. It elects the President by an
absolute majority and he holds office 3 yrs.
Latvia became a puppet state of Soviet
Russia in Oct., 1939, when Stalin forced the
government of the small nation to permit
the Soviet to construct and maintain airports
and quarter Red troops in Latvia.
Until 1560 the Lettish countries were unit-
ed; in that year they were brought under
Sweden, Lithuania, Poland, and Denmark,
and after 1795 Latvia was under Russian
rule. In 1918 it was proclaimed a free and in-
dependent state but again became a province
of Russia, 1940; p. 1,929,000. It was occu-
pied by German troops in July, 1941,
Laud, William (1572-1645), archbishop
of Canterbury. Laud secured the confidence
of Charles i., was one of his advisers and be-
came dean of the Chapel Royal. From this
time the religious policy of Charles i. was
guided by Laud. Supported by the king, he
compelled all the bishops to retire to their sees
and introduced other reform measures. In
1633 ne was appointed archbishop of Canter-
bury. The opening of the Long Parliament
in 1640 was shortly followed by the impris-